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Think About Energy Briefing Highlights  
Benefits and Opportunities in State College 

 
Informative Presentations on Natural Gas Supply, Legislation, Workforce and  

Economic Benefits Provided to Area Business Leaders 
 

State College, PA – Cabot Oil & Gas Corporation, Southwestern Energy, Glenn O. Hawbaker, 
Dawood Engineering and the Chamber of Business & Industry of Centre County hosted a Think 
About Energy Briefing on Tuesday, December 10 at the Nittany Lion Inn in State College, Pa. 
 
Today’s briefing featured Representative Kerry Benninghoff and continued the multi-year 
series efforts conducted across Pennsylvania since 2013 and the series first stop in the State 
College area. 
 
The State College session provided information to attendees on the supply and availability of 
natural gas; workforce and business development opportunities; and an update on legislative 
policies from Harrisburg, among other topics. 
 
George Stark, Director of External Affairs at Cabot Oil & Gas, highlighted Pennsylvania’s strong 
natural gas production, the industry’s sustained focus on education and the impact of 
technology within the natural gas industry.  
 
“Just 12 years ago there was no natural gas production in Susquehanna County,” Stark said. 
“However today, Susquehanna County is the top producing county of dry natural gas in the 
state. This has helped drive energy bills lower, provide more job opportunities and will 
continue to provide affordable natural gas to the regional markets that need it.” 
 
Stark went on to discuss how technology is driving the industry. 
 
“Technology and data are the driving force behind the shale revolution. Year-over-year natural 
gas production is increasing, and it is becoming more efficient and prolific and it will continue 
to do so," said Stark. "Cabot uses the same technology that steers the space shuttle to steer 
our drilling bits. Technology drives us.” 
 
“We have an opportunity today to have an open dialogue about energy. Energy drives every 
one of our lives,” concluded Stark.  



 
Mike Narcavage, Senior Government and Community Affairs Manager at Southwestern Energy 
highlighted the company’s commitment to the environment and how they are utilizing 
technology to reduce emissions.  
 
“Utilizing natural gas in power generation has helped reduce carbon emissions. We continue to 
look at ways we can further minimize emissions through technology,” Narcavage said.  “We 
met the Paris Accord in carbon production, which is great, but if the government starts putting 
regulations on companies, that gives us a goal to get to,” Narcavage said. “Let us get there on 
our own.”  
 
Narcavage highlighted how his company’s production of methane — a strong greenhouse gas 
— is very low. At a .055 rate, he said the Environmental Defense Fund recognized the 
company's accomplishment. 
 
Concluding his remarks, Narcavage discussed how the industry strives to be good neighbors. 
“When we lease property, we are their guests. Our goal is to leave it better than we started,” 
said Narcavage.  
 
Hal Gee, Vice President of Energy Development for Glenn O. Hawbaker, highlighted the 
economic and environmental impacts the industry has had on GOH. 
 
“The Shale gas revolution has made Hawbaker increase our safety awareness and programs,” 
Gee said. “Not only has the industry helped make us better as a company, but we take these 
practices home with us.” Gee went on to discuss how the company has significantly increased 
its employment and footprint as a result of the natural gas industry.  
 
Nick Brien, Vice President of Transportation for Dawood Engineering addressed the business 
growth and need for engineers.  
 
“In 2005, we had 80 employees. Now, as a result of the natural gas industry, we have grown to 
over 200 employees,” Brien said. “However, we are competing for employees like every other 
industry. We need more engineers.”  
 
Majority Whip for the Pennsylvania House of Representatives Kerry Benninghoff closed the 
session discussing how technology and energy play vital roles in everyday lives of people all 
around the world.  
 
“Energy independence is about national security,” said Benninghoff. “Energy is always 
evolving. We take energy for granted. Turn the switch, energy is there.” 
 
Representative Benninghoff said one of the best methods in finding solutions to better use 
energy is by having a dialogue. 
 
“Government officials need to be proactive and less strict when it comes to building 
relationships with the community and industries,” Benninghoff said. “At the end of the day, we 



need to be excited about this, we need a dialogue. As a government official, we need to be 
partners in these initiatives, but not punitive ones.” 
 
For more on today’s Think About Energy Briefing and the briefing series’ history, visit 
www.thinkaboutbriefing.com. 
 
 
About Cabot Oil & Gas Corp. (NYSE: COG) – Cabot Oil & Gas Corporation is an independent 
natural gas producer and a leading developer of the natural gas supply contained in the 
Marcellus Shale in Pennsylvania. For more information, visit www.cabotog.com. 
 
About Southwestern Energy (NYSE: SWN) – Southwestern Energy Company, is an 
independent energy company focused on responsibly exploring and producing America’s 
abundant supply of natural gas, natural gas liquids and oil. For 90 years, the company has been 
deeply committed to providing energy that helps power the world, fueling economic growth 
across the U.S. and North America. Southwestern Energy is playing a critical role in moving the 
United States towards energy independence. Not only has the shale revolution encouraged 
SWN and other energy companies to produce more natural gas – a source of clean, reliable, 
abundant and affordable energy – but it has also placed the U.S. as the world’s leading natural 
gas producer since 2009. For more information, visit www.swn.com. 
 
About the Chamber of Business & Industry of Centre County – The Chamber of Business & 
Industry of Centre County is a membership organization comprising business of all sizes and 
from a variety of industry sectors, as well as nonprofit agencies and academic institutions. The 
CBICC is the champion of economic development and business growth in Centre County, and 
with close to 1,000 members, the largest organization representing businesses throughout  
central Pennsylvania. Learn more at https://www.cbicc.org/.  
 
 
About Dawood Engineering - Dawood is a conglomerate of companies providing civil 
engineering, surveying and mapping, structural design, geotechnical engineering, 
environmental permitting and remediation, geographic information systems, and construction 
management and oversight. They serve clients nationwide in transportation, energy, utilities, 
land development, and real estate. More information can be found at www.dawood.cc.  
 
About Glenn O. Hawbaker, Inc. - Glenn O. Hawbaker, Inc. is a progressive team of the best 
professionals in the construction industry. They are recognized as an industry leader with a 
passion for safety, quality, service, and reliability. Learn more at www.goh-inc.com.  
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